
 Immanuel   Lutheran   Church   &   School  
8231   Tanner   Bridge   Road  
Jefferson   City,   MO    65101  

“What’s   Happening”  
 
Transitional   Pastor:   Rev.   Rick   Foss          ilhcchurch@midmoimmanuel.com  Phone  
Principal:   Mr.   Tyler   Kopp          principal@midmoimmanuel.com Church   496-3451  
Youth   &   Family   Ministry:   Mrs.   Mandy   McDonald     mmcdonald@midmoimmanuel.com  School   496-3766  
Church   &   School   Website:     www.midmoimmanuel.com  Preschool   496-3580  
 

The   mission   of   Immanuel   Lutheran   School   is   to   partner   with   parents   and   Immanuel   Lutheran   Church   in   providing   a  
quality   education   that   nurtures   life-long   learners   who   are   rooted   in   Christ,   built   in   faith,   and   growing   in   love.  

 

Worship:   Sunday   9:30   am  
Adult   Bible   Study   &   Sunday   School:   Sunday   8:30   am  

Deadline   to   submit   newsletter   articles:   Wednesday   at   the   end   of   the   day  
 

March   27,   2020  
 

Don’t   forget   Drive-in   Style   church   service   this  
Sunday   at   9:30.    Tune   in   on   104.1   FM   when   you  

are   in   the   parking   lot.   
 

WORDS   FROM   PASTOR   FOSS  
Hebrews   10:23-25   Let   us   hold   fast   the   confession   of   our   hope   without   wavering,   for   he   who   promised   is   faithful.      And   let   us  
consider   how   to   stir   up   one   another   to   love   and   good   works,   not   neglecting   to   meet   together,   as   is   the   habit   of   some,   but  
encouraging   one   another,   and   all   the   more   as   you   see   the   Day   drawing   near.   
 

There   are   times   in   our   life   where   we   are   in   crisis.   My   newborn   child   had   just   been   rushed   to   Children’s   hospital,   my   wife  
was   at   a   different   hospital   recovering   from   surgery,   I   was   to   take   finals   in   three   days,   go   on   vicarage   the   following   week   and  
I   had   just   failed   to   make   a   major   decision.   I   was   overwhelmed   and   helpless.   Crisis   are   hard.   What   do   you   do   when   this  
happens   to   you?   How   do   you   handle   it   when   you   blew   it   and   can’t   fix   it?  
 

Our   young   son   was   born   blue,   and   was   revived.   I   got   to   see   him   before   he   was   transported   to   Children’s.   Going   back   to   my  
wife’s   room,   she   asked   me,   “Did   you   baptize   him?”   I   had   not   even   thought   about   it.   And   I   was   in   the   Seminary.   His   little  
life   was   handing   on   a   thread.   
 

We   find   ourselves   in   a   crisis.   Our   lives   have   been   disrupted.   This   whole   virus   thing   has   been   huge   and   we   do   not   know  
what   is   going   to   happen   next.   It   is   precisely   in   times   like   this   we   need   to   be   in   the   God’s   Word.   
 

Jesus   shared   with   His   disciples   many   times,   “Fear   not.”   The   Lord   is   always   with   us.   He   tells   us   in   Hebrews   10,   “hold   fast   the  
confession   of   hope   without   wavering,   for   he   who   promised   is   faithful.”   We   may   make   mistakes,   Yet   it   is   in   the   Word   that  
we   are   reminded   of   God’s   forgiveness.   There   we   are   told   He   is   in   control.   It   is   there   we   can   rest.   It   is   in   the   peace   that   God  
gives   that   we   can   then   handle   life.   
 

God   worked   out   the   crisis.   Our   son   Jonathan   was   baptized   the   next   day.   My   wife   came   home,   Three   weeks   later   our   son  
came   home.   I   didn’t   take   any   finals   at   that   time,   but   took   care   of   it   over   time.   and   we   started   vicarage   three   weeks   late   in   a  
congregation   that   welcomed   us   with   open   arms.   What   the   Lord   did   was   beautiful.  
 

God   is   good.   He   tells   us   to   cast   our   cares   on   Him.   He   can   handle   it.   
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FROM   THE   DESK   OF   MR.   KOPP  
Have   you   been   receiving   communications   from   us?   We   have   been   sending   out   a   lot   of   communications   over   the   past   week  
and   we   hope   that   you   have   been   getting   one   of   the   forms   we   have   been   using.    We   have   three   main   ways   that   we   have  
been   reaching   out:   Email,   Phone   calls,   and   Facebook.   
 
We   sent   out   a   robocall   on   Wednesday.   I   know   they   are   annoying   sometimes   to   get,   but   they   are   a   very   efficient   way   to  
communicate.   If   you   do   receive   a   call   during   this   time,   I   recommend   you   listen   to   the   whole   message.   A   phone   call   could  
have   a   message   from   all   parts   of   our   ministry   from   the   church   to   the   school.   If   you   are   not   receiving   this   and   would   like   to  
get   on   the   list,   please   let   the   office   know.   
 
We   have   also   been   sending   emails.   For   emails   we   have   been   using   the   same   email   list   as   this   newsletter.   Email   is   a   tricky  
one   because   your   provider   might   block   or   send   this   email   to   a   spam   filter.   Please   make   sure   if   you   know   you   are   signed   up  
to   check   in   your   spam   filter   if   you   aren’t   viewing   them.   Like   with   phone   calls,   if   you   would   like   to   receive   them   and   you  
haven’t,   please   call   the   office   and   let   us   know.   
 
Our   final   way   to   communicate   is   through   Facebook.   If   you   have   a   Facebook   account   search   out   Immanuel   Lutheran  
Church   and   School   -   Honey   Creek.   If   you   do,   you   will   find   our   group.    There   are   lots   of   posts   there   from   devotions,  
information,   events,   and   uplifting/silly   things.   This   is   by   far   one   of   the   most   effective   ways   we   have   to   communicate.   If   you  
are   able   to,   I   would   recommend   joining   Facebook   and   joining   our   group.   When   this   is   all   over   you   can   easily   just   delete  
your   account.    Plus,   you   will   get   to   see   my   weekly   update   of   how   I   am   not   going   to   shave,   trim,   or   cut   any   hair   on   my   head  
till   students   are   back   in   the   building.   
 
As   always,   if   you   need   any   type   of   help   please   contact   the   office.    We   are   currently   keeping   the   office   open   Monday  
through   Friday   8   am   to   3   pm.   One   of   the   things   that   we   might   be   able   to   help   you   with   is   that   we   have   a   small   stock   pile   of  
toilet   paper.   If   you   can’t   find   any   and   need   a   few   rolls   give   us   a   call.   Please   if   you   need   help   please   do   not   be   afraid   to   reach  
out.   We   may   not   be   able   to   solve   your   problem   but   we   will   do   our   best.   
 
A   NOTE   FROM   THE   ELDERS  
God   has   blessed;  
1.    God   has   blessed   Immanuel   Lutheran   School   for   152   years   
2.    Amazing   leadership   from   a   caring   Principal   that   has   a   tremendous   love   and   concern   for   his   staff,   students,  
families   and   Immanuel's   ministry   
3.    Amazing   caring,   hard   working   teachers   that   love   their   students   and   show   that   love   daily   
4.    Amazing   administrative   staff,   cooks   and   janitors   that   show   that   they   really   care   and   it's   more   than   just   a   job   
5.   The   wonderful   technology   our   school   has   and   the   desire   of   our   entire   school   staff   to   continue   the   learning,   studies  
and   homework   for   each   child.   
 

Finally,   a   super   supportive   school   board   that   has   backed   these   efforts   and   each   member   of   Immanuel's   awesome  
ministry.   
 

Please   pray   for   the   blessings   given   and   received   as   Immanuel   continues   to   do   our   Lord's   work   here   at   Immanuel  
Lutheran   Church   and   School.   
 
GIVING   OPTIONS   AMIDST   COVID-19   
While   we   aren’t   able   to   gather   for   services,   continuing   to   support   Immanuel   is   important   to   all   of   us.   Immanuel’s  
work   supporting   members   and   our   community   will   not   stop   because   of   this   public   health   challenge.   You   can   bring  
your   offering   to   church   (doors   currently   open   weekdays   8:30   am   to   3:30   pm)   or   you   can   mail   it   to   the   church   (8231  
Tanner   Bridge   Road,   Jefferson   City,   MO,   65101).  
 

You   may   also   use   one   of   the   many   eGiving   tools   that   Immanuel   offers,   so   you   can   continue   to   support   our   work  
using   any   of   several   options,   such   as   the    Online   Giving   link    on   the   church   website,   the    GivePlus   mobile   app ,   or  
text   giving    (see   separate   article   for   details   on   each   one).   Vanco   is   our   eGiving   provider   and   they   are   also   now  
offering   to    accept   gifts   over   the   phone    for   our   congregation.   Vanco’s   Client   Services   team   will   take   donations   if  

https://www.midmoimmanuel.com/online-giving


you   call   them   at   800.675.7430.  
 

Immanuel   is   a   strong   community.   We   will   weather   this   together,   even   if   we’re   not   all   in   services.   We   appreciate   your  
giving,   and   we   do   important   work   with   members’   generosity.   As   we   alter   the   way   we   operate,   please   consider   mailing  
an   offering   or   making   a   gift   via   eGiving.   
 
2020-2021   REGISTRATION  
The   registration   forms   have   been   sent   home.   If   you   need   additional   information,   please   contact   the   office.   
 

PLEASE   DON’T   LOSE   YOUR   MONEY!  
Most   Thrivent   members   have   a   stockpile   of   Thrivent   Choice   Dollars.    Those   funds   may   be   directed   to   Immanuel,  
Calvary   or   a   host   of   charitable   entities.     If   you   do   not   direct   your   2019   Choice   Dollars   by   March   31st,   you   will  
lose   them!     You   may   log   in   to    www.thrivent.com    or   call   1-800-THRIVENT   to   direct   that   money.    Your   Thrivent  
representatives   or   Kari   Schulte   are   happy   to   help   if   you   have   any   questions.    Thanks   in   advance   for   all   those   funds!  
They   make   a   difference.  
 

Couples   Bible   Study  

Date  Time  Location  Topic  

Friday,   April   24th  6-8   pm  Tyler   and   Amy   Kopp’s   Home  Communication:    Handling   Conflict  

Women’s   Bible   Studies  

We   will   take   a   break   from   our   Women’s   Bible   Study   during   the   Lenten   Season.    We   will   resume   after   Easter.   
 
 

Youth   News  

Date  
Sunday,   March   29  

Time  
6�00   pm  

Event    
Youth   Zoom   “Meeting”  

Youth,   I   will   be   in   touch   with   you   via   email,   text,   and   Facebook   to   work   on   “gathering”   together   through   Zoom.    I   am  
hoping   we   can   “meet”   on   Sunday   evening   at   6�00pm.    Let’s   pray   that   God   will   give   us   all   of   the   technological   skills  
and   equipment   we   need   to   join   together.    I   miss   you,   and   will   look   forward   to   seeing   your   sweet   faces   soon!    
God   bless!    --Mandy   McDonald    

We   know   that   no   virus   or   social   distancing   can   keep   us   from   being   united   in   Christ   and   celebrating   His   death   and   resurrection  
from   wherever   we   might   be,   but   unfortunately   it   can   make   it   difficult   to   plan   and   serve   an   Easter   breakfast   at   church.    Due   to   the  
uncertainty   of   the   upcoming   schedule,   we   have   decided   not   to   hold   the   Youth   Easter   Breakfast   this   year.    May   God   richly   bless  
you   as   you   celebrate   the   Resurrection   of   our   Savior,   every   day   in   every   place.  

 
 
BIRTHDAYS    
3/29 Deven   Mueller 4/2 Diana   Kempker  
3/30 Haley   Braun Sharon   Wenneker  

Trent   Blochberger 4/3 Kelby   Doerhoff  
Tara   Mason Kathy   Goetz  

3/31 Matthew   Morris 4/4 Stacey   Kumberg  
4/1 Brees   Bishop  

Jayme   Eichholz  
 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/


STEWARDSHIP   3/16   –   3/22     MAR  Finance   Team  Date  

Youth   Group  
Other   Bible   Studies   
    SS   Attendance  
    Adult   Bible   Class   (3/8)   
     SS/Adult   Offering  

---   
---   
---  
---   
$-.--   

 
 
 
 
$14  

Tim   &   Terry  
Hance   &   Deven  
Heather   &   Rochelle  
Kari   &   Linette  
Pat   &   Jane  

Apr   26  
Mar   29  
Apr     5  
Apr   12  
Apr   19  

Church   Attendance  
Wednesday   (3/18/20)  
      Communion  
Sunday   (3/22/20)   
      Communion  

  
   32  
   ---  
cancelled  
       (covid-19)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Church   Offering   
3/18/20   &   3/22/20  
Plate   &   Envelopes  
Electronic   
Total   
   Avg   Offering   Goal  
*(general   offerings   weekly   needed   for  
church/school   budget)   

 
 
$     895.00  
$1,880.00   
$2,775.80  
$9,101*  
 

 
 
 
 
$27,413  
$36,402  
(4   of   5  
Sundays)  

DRC   Offering  
3/18/20   &   3/22/20  
Monthly   Building   Loan   Payment    
Bldg   Loan   Balance   as   of   3/1/20   

 
$    140.00  
$4,012   
$444,639  

 
$1,535  

Day/Preschool   Tuition  
Tuition   Income   for   the   Church/School  
general   fund    

$12,627.00  
 

$16,655   

  
 

Offering   Options   Available  
We   have   several   eGiving   options   if   you   would   like   to  
give   a   one-time   or   recurring   offering   electronically:  

1)         Set   up   an    online   donation    from   our   website:  
https://www.midmoimmanuel.com/online-giving  
2)         Download   the    GivePlus   mobile   app    from   the   Apple  
Store   or   Google   Play   Store.   You   can   search   for   zip   code  
65101   and   choose   Immanuel   Lutheran.   Set   up   your  
profile   and   manage   your   offerings.  
3)         Text   your   offering   through    Text   Giving    by   texting   a  
whole   number   for   the   offering   amount   (i.e.   “10”   for   a   $10  
gift)   to   1-573-267-5706.   Follow   the   link   that   is   replied  
back   and   you   will   be   ready   to   give.  
4)         Contact   Cody   Morrow   (573-680-2910   or  
mailto:cdymorrow@aol.com)   or   Jason   Sommerer  
(573-338-2441   or   summertime_99@hotmail.com)   for   assistance   and   we   can   set   up   an   auto-draft   from   your   bank  
directly   to   Immanuel.  
5)         Vanco   is   also   now   offering   to   accept   gifts   over   the   phone   for   our   congregation.   Vanco’s   Client   Services   team  
will   take   donations   if   you   call   them   at   800.675.7430   

https://www.midmoimmanuel.com/online-giving
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MESSAGE   FROM   THE   ELDERS  
For   LCMS   congregations   to   survive   —   and   thrive   —   our   worship   offerings   must   continue   as   much   as   possible   when   the  
world   is   largely   locked   down   and   people   are   prohibited   by   law   or,   by   a   desire   to   keep   pestilence   from   spreading,   from  
attending   church   services.  
 
This   is   hardly   a   demand   of   you   to   give   in   tough   times.   You   are   free   to   choose   and   make   decisions   that   are   best   for   you,   made  
by   you.   Giving   to   the   Lord   is   between   you   and   the   Lord.  
 
We   confess   this:    All   charitable   giving   is   voluntary.    All   charitable   giving   is   a   prayerful   response   to   the   Gospel.   Our   salvation  
is   not   rooted   in   what   we   give   or   what   we   do;   rather,   it   is   already   secure   because   of   what   Christ   has   accomplished   for   us.  
 
In   an   earlier   message,   Rev.   Dr.   Matthew   C.   Harrison,   president   of   The   Lutheran   Church—Missouri   Synod,   paraphrased   a  
directive   of   Luther’s   that   was   written   during   a   time   of   plague:  
 

Take   care   of   yourself,   then   as   you   can   in   your   vocation   and   are   able,   care   for   others.  
 

We   are   God’s   people,   and   in   His   Word   (e.g.,   “Love   your   neighbor   as   yourself”)   we   are   specifically   told   to   “care   for  
others.”  

 
We   are   called   by   the   Word   of   God   to   make   a   difference   in   the   lives   of   our   neighbors   in   ways   consistent   with   God’s  
gifts   to   us   in   our   vocations   and   abilities.  

 
Most   of   us   will   very   likely   have   everything   we   need   for   these   trying   times.   Through   His   Word   and   Spirit,   God   is  
stirring   us   all   to   action.  

 
How   can   those   of   us   whom   God   calls   into   action   continue   to   give   bold   witness   that   our   faith   is   in   Christ   Jesus,   not   the  
material   blessings   of   this   world?  

 
How   can   we   help   our   congregations,   including   our   own,   stay   strong   and   courageous   in   giving   that   same   witness   to  
communities   living   with   heightened   anxiety?  

 
Here   are   a   few   options   to   prayerfully   consider:  

● Mail   your   regular   offering   to   the   church   office   or   drop   it   off   at   the   church   office   during   the   week.  
● Your   bank   or   credit   union   may   offer   “online   bill   payment”   services   as   financial   tools.   While   our   gifts   to   God   are   not  

paying   a   “bill”   (because   Jesus   already   did   that   for   us),   such   tools   can   electronically   deliver   your   offering   without  
your   having   to   write   a   check   or   use   cash.   Set   up   your   congregation   as   you   would   a   utility   company   or   doctor’s   office.  
Some   of   these   tools   also   allow   you   to   create   a   recurring   gift   (payment)   made   automatically.  

● If   you   are   eligible,   use   the   available   IRA   Qualified   Charitable   Distribution   option   and   have   your   IRA   trustee   send   a  
portion   of   your   required   minimum   distribution   (if   not   needed)   to   the   church   for   you.   If   you   have   established   a   donor  
advised   fund,   continue   to   send   or   consider   sending   an   advised   grant   to   your   congregation.  

● More   congregations   are   offering   an   online   donation   option   on   their   websites,   and   more   are   providing   members   with  
things   like   smartphone   apps   that   support   giving   by   credit   or   debit   card.   One   such   app   is   Give+   (Give   Plus),   which   lets  
the   user   find   a   participating   congregation.   If   your   congregation   does   not   have   such   an   option,   your   parish   leadership  
can   contact   the   Lutheran   Church   Extension   Fund   or   the   Lutheran   Federal   Credit   Union   for   help.  

● If   your   congregation   doesn’t   have   a   website   with   online   donation   tools,   some   community   foundations   (including  
Thrivent/InFaith)   provide   online   donation   tools   that   allow   you   to   direct   a   gift   to   your   congregation.  

 
There   may   be   more   options   than   we   could   list   here.   If   you   have   one   you’d   like   to   recommend,   please   send   an   email   to  
mission.advancement@lcms.org   for   us   to   share   with   other   congregations.   Your   idea   could   prove   very   helpful   to  
congregational   leaders   who   are   reaching   out   to   the   LCMS   International   Center   asking   for   resources   they   can   use.  
 




